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[Summers of Freedom: The Development of a Civil Rights Historical

Drama
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Summers of Freedom: The Development of a Civil
Rights Historical Drama

Kimathi Innis
Film Maker

The film I'm supposed to produce is about a duality of two brothers
who face the Civil Rights Movement.

This session was an overview of how the screenplay is developed
from beginning to end. Development can be divided into three parts:
Inception, incubation and execution.

Inception dealt with the beginning of ideas, in the case of Summers
of Freedom Ki saw an interesting development in the civil rights
movement where the movement went from a "non violent" movement
to a more aggressive and even militant one. Here is where we have the
possibility for dramatic change in characters. Perhaps a character who
was once "non-violent" changing to a more militant approach.

Incubation was thinking about the backgrounds of these proposed
characters. What brought them to who they are at the beginning of
the story? What actions can come about to make them change? What
are the setting that can bring about change in the characters. Running
themes such as "duality" and "protecting the home" can be elements to
bring this about.

Execution will be using all the previous background work put into
story and development of the characters and plot into action. If the
background work was done thoroughly the characters should "speak”
for themselves and given the circumstances that have been laid out.
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